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Twice as nice

About time universities made dual degrees easier,
brought greater flexibility to coursework

tem is uncertainly poised on the

NDIA'S higher education sys-
I nk of change. Regulators

" i;n tchangelsmevitable, that ',.
terﬂexibility and cmss-disciph—

narity is necessary to equip students
for the future. And yet, it lacks the vi-
sion and will for a complete
reboot, which involves changing
administrative structures, giving
greater autonomy to colleges and
letting students combine courses
across subjects. Now, the University
Grants Commission (UGC) has fi-
nally approved dual degrees — al-
lowing a student to simultaneously
work towards two undergraduate or
postgraduate degrees, in different
subjects, perhaps even from different
institutions. Thisis a welcome step,
but only what is minimally expected
from the regulator.

Dual degrees double a student’s
chances in the job market. Unlike the
model Indian universities have chos-
en so far, expecting young people to
confine themselves to a single subject,
with perhaps a sprinkling of smaller
electives, thisisa chance to work tow-
ards two solid credentials. Some sch-

ools, like ITTs, already offer combined
technicaldegrees,buttheUGC’smo—

Sibgh}::{? ‘Iii "

professional degree and one of pure-
ly intellectual inquiry. Combining su-
bjects across streams, like law and

politics, or engineering and urban

planning, or communicationand bu- -

siness, can open up new career ave-
nues. This option also acknowledges
the fact that creativity often occurs at
the cusp of disciplines.

Itis not enough to introduce dual
degrees, though. Universities must
alsoallow students to sample arange
of subjects, understand connections
between them, and then choose one
or two precise areas of inquiry. There
has been great pushback against
sucha transition in Delhi University,
for instance. It has proved difficult to
move an umbrella of colleges, with
different standards, to a system
where courses can be independently
designed and recombined, or where
credits can be transferred. Meaning-
ful reform entails a reconsideration
of all these issues, rather than just
granting the easier options.
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Soon, a PC chip that
mimics human brain

Washington: Scientists, in-
cluding one of Indian origin,
are developing a computer
chip that mimics the human
brain. Today's computing
chips are incredibly complex
and contain billions of nano-
scale transistors, allowing for
fast, high-performance com-
puters, pocket-sized smart-
phones, and an explosion in
handheld tablets, the re-
searcherssaic
Despitetheirability toper-
form thousandsof tasks inthe
blink of an eve, none of these
devices even come close to ri-
valling the computing capa-
bilities of the human brain.

asa said on Thursday
that its celebrated
planet-hunting Kepler
spacecraft, which broke down
in May when a reaction wheel
that controls its pointing
failed, could not be fixed and
would never again search for
planets around other stars.
The disappointing news
brings to an end, for now, one
phase of the most romantic of
space dreams, the search for
other Earths among the exo-
planets of the Milky Way. Na-

But a Boise State Tniversi-
tw research team could soon
change that. Electrical and
computer engineeringfaculty
Elisa Barney Smith, Kris
Campbell and Vishal Saxena
havetaken on the challenge of
developing a computing ar-
chitecture that works more
like a brain. “By mimicking
the brain's billions of inter-
connections and pattern rec-
ognition capabilities, we may
introduce a new paradigm in
speed and power, and poten-
tially enable systerms that in-
clude the ability to learn,
adapt and respond to theiren-
vironment,” Barney said. en
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Nasa’s star planet hunter retires hurt

Kepler Spacecraft Wh|ch Broke Down In May, Cannot Be Fixed; It Discovered 3,548 Planets

& — have been validated by oth- March 2009. Its official mis-

sa has already asked astrono- END OFADIIFAM:Anarﬂst'srendedngshwsme Kepler space telescope

mers for ideas on how to use

the hobbled spacecraft, whose said itslegacy would continue

telescope is in perfect shape.

At last count, Kepler had

as they worked their way discovered 3,548 possible

Even as they mourned the through a trove of data the planets, and 135 of them —

end of Kepler, astronomers spacecrafthasgathered.

some smaller than the Earth

er observations, including
earthbound telescopes.

But hundreds or thou-
sands more are in the pipe-
line, said William Borucki of
Nasa’'s Ames Research Labo-
ratory in Mountain View, Cal-
if., Kepler's originator and
principal investigator.

“The most exciting discov-
eries are going to come in the
next few years as we search
through this data,” Borucki
said on Thursday in a tele-
phone news conference. “In
the next few years we're going
to be able to answer the ques-
tions that inspired Kepler:
Are Earthlike planets com-
mon orrare in the galaxy?”

Kepler was launched into
an orbit around the Sun in

sion was to determine the
fraction of stars in the galaxy
that harbor Earthlike planets
by carrying out a survey of
some 150,000 stars in the con-
stellations of Cygnus and Ly-
ra, looking for the dips in star-
light caused by planets
passing, or transiting, in front
of theirsuns.

Three dips, or transits, are
considered the criteria for a
planet candidate, which
means the Earth oraplanetin
asimilar orbit that was habit-
able would take three years to
show up. Accordingly, Kepler
was designed to operate for
four years, but other sunlike
stars turned out to be more jit-
tery in their output than ex-
pected, making the detection

of Earthanalogues more diffi-
cult. Since astronomers could
learnalot more from Kepler if
it went on collecting data, the
decision was madelast year to
extend the spacecraft's mis-
sion for three more years, un-
til 2016. So far Kepler’'s mis-
sion has cost $600 million, and
its budget for the 2013 fiscal
year isabout $18 million.
Among its finds were a
planet nicknamed Tatooine,
after the “Star Wars” planet
with two suns, otherwise
known as Kepler 16b, the first
onefound thatorbits twostars
at once. Another was the so-
called Styrofoam planet,
which is again half aslarge as
Jupiter but so puffed up by the
heat of its star that it’s one-
tenthasdense. nyTNewsservice
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INDORE: Over the next few years,
Indian Institute of Management,

Indore, will be in the process of

becoming a paperless institution
by automating all its processes.

“In the next few years, we will
move towards automating our
processes,” said institute direc-
tor Prof N Ravichandran while
addr essmg the gathering on the
occasion of ()7th Independence
Day. “We will invite high quality
manpower to joinour s ystem to
contribute to our growth.”

Extending his greeting to the
members of [IM-I community,
the director said, “The institute
will do ever'_\,fthing that is pos-
sible to look after the welfare
of the staff and provide an out-
standing academic ambiance to
our students, staff and faculty
members. We will continue to
invest on our staff in helping
them to discharge their respon-
sibilities in the context of the
institute.”

The institute has already
started training its employees
on computer skills and has initi-

HT Indore

[IM-Indore to automate

its all processes soon
PAPERLESS To invite high- qual |ty man power says d|rector
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=Participants dressed as freedom fighters perform in Hindi patriotic

play Kalchakra at IIM-1 on Thursday.

ated a learning activity for staff

to improve their productivity.
Besides, the institute will
educate employees who did not
have an opportunity to go to
school when they were young,
Prof Ravichandran said. The
institute is also cons1der1ng
adopting schocals in the neigh-

HT PHOTO

bourhood to help them become
better institutions.

Followed by director’s
speech, a Hindi patriotic play,
Kalchakra, was staged by the
postgraduate programme in
management and fellow pro-
gramme in management par-
ticipants.



Page 4of 7

Times of India ND 17-Aug-13 P-21




Page 50of 7

Business Line ND
17-Aug-13 P-17




HT Lucknow

Proposal to limit number of
colleges within a university
NEW DELHI: The government is
planning to cap the number

of colleges that can be affili-
ated to a university to main-
tain proper academic stan-
dards. A proposal on this has
been submitted by the
Rashtriva Uchattar Shiksha
Abhiyan (national higher
education campaign) to the
human resource develop-

ment ministry, an official
release said here on Friday.
The scheme proposes not
more than 200 colleges to be
affiliated to a university. PTI
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Clear water between Oxford and
Cambridge in money stakes

Reuters

u [etters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Not much separates
Britain’s two oldest universi-
ties, Oxford and Cambridge,
in their academic standing
or the tally of victories in
their annual boat race, but
when it comes to finances,
Cambridge is ahead by sev-
eral lengths.

A Reuters ranking of UK
university endowment funds
showed that Cambridge,
whose ivy-covered towers
date back to the 13th centu-

ry, cemented its status as
the richest university in
Britain in 2012, topping the
list when it came to growth
in its fund, which takes into
account inflows of donations
plus returns on investment
minus expenditure.

Oxford, which traces its
history to the 1ith century
and boasts Britain's PM David
Cameron and former US
President Bill Clinton among
its alumni, spent more than it
took in, though its invest-
ments performed better.

The latest figures sourced

from 14 UK universities with
funds worth more than £60
million showed the £1.65 bil-
lion Cambridge University
Endowment Fund grew by
6.5% in the academic year
ended in July 2012.

Imperial College London
and King’s College London
came next in the growth
stakes, managing 6.4 per-
cent and 6.1% due to a mix of
new investments and asset
performance.

Oxford came 10th in the
list, with its fund shrinking
0.2 % to £854 million.



